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The opening of the public library in the Slang community since being here has been 
an interesting time. Providing lifelong learning spaces for people of all ages is an important 
aspect of growth and development of new ideas, learning, and community-building. The 
library at Slang has been opened for several months now and slowly community members 
have been drifting in. The books are on the shelves are in Zulu and English. The kids at the 
school also have reading hour in the library. The office I work in is joined to the library so I 
had the opportunity to see the kids quietly pour into the library with a whispering nervous 
excitement while peering at the posters, calendars, and shelves of books on the wall for the 
first time once it opened. Having access to stories and information especially in 
disadvantaged communities is vital to providing pathways to learning and growth that defy 
boundaries of race, class, gender, location, and other barriers.  

Ensuring inclusive and equitable content is key to providing culturally congruent 
learning opportunities. The language and cultural representation of content should be 
reflected in the educational resources. The emergence of decolonizing literature is central to 
providing inclusive and equitable education especially to marginalized communities are not 
reflected in literature but rather the dominant group. The language of books available should 
be representative of the communities. Case in point, providing story books for young Black 
South African children should be available in a variety of languages given the rich diversity 
of languages and cultures within the country. With a country of twelve official languages and 
with many more languages spoken, providing inclusive education means being able to learn 
in one’s mother tongue or to have the opportunity to practice one’s ancestor’s languages even 
if no longer spoken daily. The issue of language and education is not only associated with 
children but also with elderly people. Concepts, expressions, and ideas are not always 
translatable and can quite possibly lose their character if attempted to translate.  

Making education accessible and equitable means a broadening of how education is 
understood. The continual reliance on education that privileges Euro-Western ways of 
knowing perpetuates education as a colonial institution by dismissing or ignoring non-
Western ways knowing is deeply problematic in providing inclusive learning opportunities. 
Several years ago, an Indigenous graduate student in Toronto at York University made a stand 
to defend his thesis entirely in Mig’ma, his mother tongue. The obstacles he had to overcome 
to defend his work is not to be understated within an institution that continues to privilege 
Euro-western schools of theories and thought while largely dismissing other worldviews. For 
post-secondary students in South Africa, English is the language of instruction where 
indigenous languages such as Zulu, Xhosa, Swati and many more languages are unavailable 
to be written and or spoken in post-secondary settings. While for some people from 
marginalized communities it may be argued that there is no place for their culture or 



worldview within the western institution of education. Within Canada, there has been a 
significant movement at many levels of education of learning and teaching from an 
Indigenous worldview. The inclusion of Indigenous knowledge, protocols, and elders within 
post-secondary institutions to provide culturally congruent ways of learning for Indigenous 
students while providing meaningful learning opportunities for non-Indigenous students are 
examples of Indigenizing the academy.  

Creating inclusive and equitable education means providing educational opportunities 
from different worldviews that reflect the diversity and complexity of communities. This 
movement of inclusive and equity within education must come from a spirit of respectful 
acknowledgement and embracing of the diverse ways of knowing and being. From primary 
school libraries in the townships of South Africa to post-secondary education in Canada, 
providing content and learning opportunities that reflect the diversity of cultures and 
community is foundational to providing inclusive and equitable education for all.   


