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Nearing the end of the 20th century, China faced
the death of a few significant leaders. The first was
Mao Zedong. Mao was a historic communist leader
who led a cultural revolution that resulted in a
severe depletion of the Chinese economy. After his
death, China looked onto new leaders including
that of Zhao Ziyang. Ziyang worked to improve the
Chinese economy, but initially used methods linked
to corruption and collusion to accomplish his
mission. Students, angered by the corruption and
inequality in the economy and government, began
to protest eventually escalating to what we know
now as the protest of Tiananmen Square.
The students of China started protesting by
writing to the government and holding political
stand-ins, the final one of which was at Tiananmen
Square. As news of the student protests spread
across the country so did the motivation to seek
out change. The students’ dedication to protesting
for change while remaining peaceful gained both
empathy and support of civilians across the
country (including those working alongside the
government). Even military troops that were sent
in to separate people, who initially approached
blockages of protests, accepted the food, shelter,
and peace offerings of the protesters until
summoned back to their bases by the government
officers. The impact the students made was
massive as it began to gain popularity across the
country.

Universities, not only in Beijing but also in other
major cities, formed protests and stand-ins and
soon creating a union to meet and try and discuss
change with those involved in government. They
drafted a list of requirements for the government
to work to overcome, and agreed to disperse and
cease to protest only when positive change was
agreed to initiate. The goals of the campaign were
to change the capitalistic structure in order for
everyone to have an equal chance at success. They
protestors sought an increased level of
transparency between the government and the
people as there were increasing amounts of
distrust in both government structure and
practices. The campaign began as a group of
students and escalated to thousands. Through this
they staged a variety of peaceful protests that
were initially ignored by the government until they
grew in scale. The students were able to band
together demonstrating that a group of people
pushing for an idea can put pressure on the
government and their surrounding institutions to
make a change. This was the start in changing the
development and economic stability at the time:
the youth, the student vote – they became the idea
generators pushing for a change.
The importance of their method of protest was
that it always remained peaceful. When soldiers
began to station them inside the square and
smuggle in weapons, the weapons were
confiscated by the students and turned into the
police.

When the soldiers were armed with guns,
demanding they retreat, the students initially
collected sticks and rocks for defense, but were
confiscated by the student leaders in order to avoid
the use of weaponry and remain peaceful. The fact
that such an impact can be made and create such a
turmoil without violence was a new idea among
protests. Students remained anti-violent up until
the tanks and army’s moved in – in which they
began practicing the only thing they had left: self
defense.
Due to the students’ vow of anti-violence, the
protest resulted in a high death rate of students
and citizen protestors throughout Tiananmen
Square and the rest of the country. Soldiers were
given a strict schedule of how to proceed with the
evacuation, including that they were to use what
was necessary in order to evacuate the students.
This was taken as permission to open fire – which
was what they resorted to when unsuccessful in
evacuating people from the square. After the
massacre of civilians and students in Tiananmen
Square, it stormed the media reaching
international cultures and societies.

Western societies allied against China, blocking
them from entering the economy and ceased to
support travel and tourism to China. China was
then put on a temporary exile, forever changing its
reputation and the way it was viewed by the world.
There were both diplomatic and economy related
blockages, which in turn would affect China’s
relationship with the rest of the world, leaving
them to sort out the matter for themselves without
any assistance of international support.The impact
the students had, though not completely successful
in changing the government, was able to unveil the
injustices, nepotisms, and corruption lying within
the Chinese government. The students displayed to
the world what they were fighting against, with the
record, publication, and documentation of the
matter forever recorded in Chinese history.
Through many small peaceful voices, one can rise
and change the way the world acts and responds.
The students forever changed China’s reputation,
inspiring other communities to initiate their own
activism, and joined youth across the globe.
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