
President Morsi
President Morsi came into power after an uprising 
that ousted Hosni Mubarak after he ruled Egypt for 
over thirty years. Morsi was elected in the 
country’s first democratic election, and was ousted 
only a year after he was elected. He was 
overthrown by the military following mass protest 
of his preoccupation with establishing political 
control rather than tackling economic and social 
problems. 
The anti-Morsi protests occurred as part of the 
Egyptian protests in late 2012 and early 2013 
against then President Mohamed Morsi. The 
protests began on November 22, 2012 when 
President Morsi granted himself powers to 
legislate without judicial approval, which 
opponents believe created a dictatorial power 
grab.  Morsi was able to grant himself these powers 
through a sweeping declaration, that was to stay in 
place until his government was able to create a 
constitution in Egypt. 
The declaration that Morsi made included 
provisions that guaranteed the loyalty of the hated 
and violent police force to the Egyptian 
government, “ban[ned] challenges to his decrees, 
laws and decisions” and removed the governing 
power of the judicial authority. Those who opposed 
Morsi led the protests, and these groups include 
the National Salvation Front, the Egyptian National 
Defense, many political parties within Egypt, as 
well as the general public. Those who supported 
the president include the Muslim Brotherhood, and 
the government in Egypt. The protestors clashed 
with Morsi’s supporters over his declaration and 
led protests throughout Cairo, Alexandria and in 
other major cities in Egypt. The protestors felt that 
the declaration that Morsi made was a power grab, 
and undemocratic. 

The goals of this protest movement were to have 
Morsi withdraw his declaration, cancel his 
referendum on the draft constitution, overhaul the 
Islamist-dominated constitutional assembly, and 
the overthrow of Morsi’s government, including 
himself as well as the Qandil Cabinet. When the 
country had initially ousted Hosni Mubarak, they 
wanted a democratic country. Once elected, Morsi 
began to revert to a dictatorship type government 
by implementing his decree to remove judicial 
authority, as well as creating a constitution that 
reflects the Islamist sharia-heavy politics, and the 
people within Egypt noticed and started to protest 
this. 
There were many forms of protest that occurred 
during this time period, including civil 
disobedience, civil resistance, demonstrations, 
strike actions, and online activism. One of the first 
actions taken in this protest was a boycott of the 
assembly by non-Islamists. The opposition leaders 
thought that the government was trying to push an 
Islamist agenda in the government, and not 
thinking about the rest of the Egyptian people. 
During this time, the government was pushing its 
Islamist agenda, including a finalized constitution 
that reflected many Islamist values. 
By December, protestors were starting to gather 
outside of the presidential palace. This was a 
substantial movement because of the traditional 
“red line” that was placed there during the 
Murbarak era for protestors. During the protest, 
pro-Morsi protestors showed up and started a 
counterdemonstration and physical fighting began. 
The biggest protest of the entire movement was 
the June 30, 2013 protest. Five hundred thousand 
protestors “amassed in and around Cairo’s central 
Tahrir Square, waving national flags and chanting 
“get out!””. The protestors wanted “the fall of the 
regime” and the rallies lasted into the night. 



Although many of the previous protests were 
mostly peaceful, this protest had some militants 
that were “hurling petrol bombs and rocks and 
firing shotguns attacked the Brotherhood’s 
national headquarters.” This protest was the 
starting point of a “coup d’état” in Egypt, and by 
July 3, 2013, the military was able to overthrow 
Mohamed Morsi and detain him. They replaced him 
with the head of the constitutional court, Adly 
Manosur, and they suspended the constitution that 
the people were against. 
This movement was successful in that the people 
were able to overthrow Mohamed Morsi, and have 
the draft constitution suspended. 

When the people overthrew Morsi, they were able 
to cancel his policies and overthrow his 
government. This movement was important 
because it was the first time a President was 
democratically elected in Egypt, and the people had 
the power to overthrow him. These protests 
created a distrust of democracy and showed the 
Egyptian people that the military can be above the 
law. 
The leadership of Mohamed Morsi happened 
because of a protest movement and overthrow of 
the previous government, and his leadership ended 
with a protest movement and overthrow of his own 
government. Although there was some violence 
used in this protest, it was ultimately successful at 
overthrowing the government and allowing 
democracy to continue within Egypt.
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